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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Article 23 of North Carolina General Statutes 160A sets forth requirements and conditions for the 
establishment of a Municipal Service District (MSD) in a downtown area for purposes of downtown 
revitalization projects. Upon finding that an area of the downtown is in need of certain services and that 
the area meets the standards of G.S. 160A-536-537, the City Council by resolution may establish a 
district in the downtown area where property taxes may be levied in addition to those levied 
throughout the community in order to finance, provide or maintain for the district certain allowable 
services, facilities, or functions in addition to or to a greater extent than those provided within the entire 
City. The purpose of this Statement and Plan for the Municipal District is to comply with the statutory 
requirements so that the City Council, after holding a public hearing and other prerequisite 
requirements, may consider re-establishing the Municipal Service District in the downtown area of 
Statesville that has been in place since its inception in 1987. For this consideration, this report includes 
the following required information: 
 
(a) Map of proposed district showing the proposed boundaries; 
 
(b) Statement showing that the proposed district is in need of one or more services, facilities, or 
functions permitted under the purposes of a Municipal Service District; and, 
 
(c) Plan providing for one or more of the services allowed under the purposes of a Municipal Service 
District. 
 
This report, other prerequisite requirements, and the public hearing, being held on May 17, 2021, 
constitutes compliance with statutory requirements and allows City Council to consider re-establishing 
the Downtown Statesville Municipal Service District. 
 
 
II. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
 
The proposed district boundaries encompass an area of approximately 1/3 of a square mile, or 192.6 
acres within the Central Business District and Central Business Perimeter District, as shown in the 
attached map. 
 
 
III. STATEMENT 
 
G.S. 160A-537 (a) states the following: 

Standards. – The city council of any city may by resolution define a service district upon finding 
that a proposed district is in need of one or more of the services, facilities, or functions listed in 
G.S. 160A-536 to a demonstrably greater extent than the remainder of the city. 
 

Statesville is a community with considerable civic pride and a long history of involvement in downtown 
revitalization. Like so many other local governments, Statesville recognizes the importance of having a 
healthy downtown. It is critical not only for business, residential, and industrial recruitment for the 
entire City, but also for the general well-being of its citizens and the quality of life in Statesville. To be 
successful, our downtown efforts must involve a commitment from all sectors. The City has expressed 



its commitment to the downtown in many ways over the years, including the construction of the 
Statesville Civic Center, their participation in the Iredell County Library in downtown, investment in the 
City Hall renovation, the purchase and redevelopment plans for the Vance Hotel, Phase I & II of the 
Streetscape Improvement Project, maintaining this investment, and much more.  
 
Through the Main Street program in the early 1980s, the City identified specific goals and objectives for 
improving the downtown, and encouraged the development of a downtown organization comprised of 
downtown businesses, downtown property owners, community leaders, residents, and government. 
This downtown development organization, the Downtown Statesville Development Corporation (DSDC), 
is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. 
 
DSDC champions, promotes and leads Downtown Statesville as the economic, social and cultural engine 
in the region. This is achieved in collaboration with public-private partners working together to enhance 
the appearance, desirability and vitality of Downtown Statesville.   
 
Their goal is to create an environment which fosters the redevelopment of Downtown Statesville’s 
Central Business District and serve as a catalyst for private development and public partnerships. Their 
primary Downtown Economic Development Strategies include 1) Be the center of community life for 
Statesville & Iredell County; 2) Exemplify the characteristics of a livable and walkable neighborhood; 3) 
Foster a collection of independently owned destination businesses for good and services; and 4) Hub of 
diverse cultural amenities, entertainment, governmental and educational experiences.   
 
Each year the DSDC Board of Directors develops a Downtown Economic Development Implementation 
Plan in addition to the Main Street Director’s Plan of Work. These plans reflect the need for 
services and improvements in downtown while recognizing the limited resources available to carry out 
this multi-year programming. 
 
Municipal Service Districts are sustainably-funded, proven tools for providing services that the district 
wants and needs. MSDs generate an equitable and stable revenue stream necessary to provide and 
direct enhanced services to address and improve specific issues within the defined district. 
Over the past years, our mixed-use historic business district has grown as a symbol of success and pride 
for the City and County. With the re-establishment of the MSD in Downtown Statesville, a private 
agency contracting with the City of Statesville, to serve as their economic development partner for 
downtown, will continue to pursue the historic preservation and enhancement of Downtown Statesville 
by serving as a catalyst for downtown revitalization and economic development. 
 
IV. SERVICE PLAN 
 
A private agency will continue to work towards growing and revitalizing Downtown Statesville. The 
existing services will continue to grow to take Downtown’s revitalization to the next level. 
 
Marketing 
A private agency will continue current marketing efforts and work to expand them with three main 
goals. First is to attract downtown visitors to support retail, restaurants and entertainment activites. The 
second is to attract private investment, and third is to continue to brand Downtown Statesville locally 
and regionally. 
 
Special Events 



A private agency will continue to organize downtown events including: Downtown Statesville Wine 
Walk, Art Crawls, Friday After Five Summer Concert Series, Downtown Criterium Bike Race, Haunted 
Statesville Walking Tours, Trick or Treating, Statesville Pumpkin Fest, Small Business Saturday and 
Holiday Shop & Strolls. A private agency will also pursue adding more signature events to Downtown 
and assist by promoting or co-sponsoring events. 
 
Economic Development 
A private agency will continue to expand economic development efforts related to encouraging private 
investment and redevelopment of downtown properties, helping to grow the employment 
opportunities, attracting new businesses and adding residential opportunities in downtown. 
 
Planning and Development 
A private agency will maintain a viable 501(c)(3) structure with a governing board of directors and 
standing volunteer committees composed of the stakeholders for the downtown community. A private 
agency will continue advocacy and public policy efforts on issues that affect Downtown. 
 
Public Space 
A private agency will provide and support downtown place-making and street activation enhancements 
(art installations, decorations, flags, signage, etc.) We will track unusual activities, issues, or conditions & 
report to the City if outside of the private agency’s scope of services (graffiti, damaged sidewalks, safety 
concerns, appearance issues, etc.). 
 
Taking into account the current activities and the anticipated growth in Downtown Statesville, the 
Downtown Statesville Municipal Service District meets the required statutory criteria for forming a 
Municipal Service District as stated in North Carolina G.S. 160A-536(b). (b) Downtown Revitalization 
Defined. – As used in this section "downtown revitalization projects" are improvements, services, 
functions, promotions, and developmental activities intended to further the public health, safety, 
welfare, convenience, and economic well-being of the central city or downtown area. 
 
“The Municipal Service District Act of 1973” authorizes City Councils in the State of North Carolina to 
create MSDs for downtown revitalization projects when services are needed to a greater extent than 
those provided for the entire city, as part of its annual budget process. If the Statesville City Council 
supports the re-establishment of the Downtown Statesville MSD, it will remain in effect July 1, 2021. 
through June 30, 2026. 
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